
English 112, Section 108 Unit 4: Oral Presentation  Fleming 11/16/2017 
 
 

Assignment 
 

Your Unit 4 project will be an 8-minute oral presentation derived from your Unit 
3 research and delivered in class during the next-to-last week of the semester. As you’ll 
outline in your project proposal, due Nov. 28, this is not meant to be simply a public 
“reading” of your Unit 3 final paper; rather it is meant to be a “remediation” of the 
research you did in Unit 3 for a new, specific audience and a new, specific purpose of 
your choosing and for the specific genre of the oral presentation itself. You may have 
had an audience and purpose in mind when writing your Unit 3 paper; but now, 
planning for a specific audience, having a specific purpose for your remarks, and being 
conscious of the specific conditions of the oral presentation genre will be the whole 
point of the project. Obviously, you should use the research you did in Unit 3; there may 
even be parts of your final paper from that unit that will be important in this next 
project; but the idea now is to present that research in these new conditions. 

The presentation must have some visual component to it: photographs, charts, 
bulleted points, etc. I encourage you to use presentation software like PowerPoint; but 
you should have no more than five slides in your final presentation, and they should be 
relatively simple in composition. Think of the slides as visual aids for your oral 
remarks, which should be the most important part of the presentation. 

You must thoughtfully plan, prepare, revise, and rehearse your presentation in 
the days leading up to it. I’ve organized the unit to encourage such preparation and 
revision, but much of this work will have to be done on your own, outside of class. For 
the presentation itself, please do not read from a script, though you may use notes. I 
will not be grading you on oral delivery, pronunciation, public speaking skills, etc.; 
rather the point of this project is the planning, drafting, revising, and preparation that 
go into it. The presentations themselves will be timed strictly; and everyone should be 
prepared to ask at least one question of another presenter. 

 
The main due dates of the unit will be the following: 
 
proposal, due November 28 
practice, November 30 
presentations, December 5 & 7 
 

 
 


